
Kingston Irish Slow Session

Beginner’s Tunebook
Selected Easier Airs, Jigs, Polkas, Reels, and Hornpipes

A sampling of easier tunes played at the weekly slow session, suitable for
beginner’s or experienced musicians new to the Irish repertoire.

Sponsored by:
Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE) -

(The Society of IrishMusicians)

Kingston Harp of Tara Branch

All Tunes compiled and arranged by:
Robert MacDiarmid, Paul McAllister, and Sheila Menard

Web Sites: Harp of Tara http://www.srayner.ca/comhaltas/
CCEwww.comhaltas.ie



Index, Notes
A session (seisiún) is just a bunch of friends in a circle, enjoying a few tunes together. A
'slow' session is a session for people new to their instruments or for experienced musicians
new to the Irish repertoire. There's a limited, easy to learn repertoire, and the tunes are played
at an accessible pace. .

Harp of Tara sponsors a weekly slow session, every Tuesday evening at 7:30, at Ben’s 
Pub in the winter and outside in the summer. The slow session welcomes people of all
ages, at all levels, on all instruments. We provide a music book, and cds of the tunes played
slowly. It's an excellent way for beginners to see how much fun a trad session can be and also
a good place for the more experienced to pick up a tune or two. The atmosphere is friendly
and the tunes are wonderful. No charge.

Check the Harp of Tara Website - the ‘Music’ page - for further details:
http://www.srayner.ca/comhaltas/

Note: a very good introduction to the playing of Irish music, an explanation of the different kinds
of tunes – jigs, flings etc. and an introduction to the modes – Dorian, Aeolian etc, and be found
on the web at http://www.treelight.com/music/irishmusic.html

The Tunes

Dawning of the Day ----------------Air, March. ........ Page 1
Sally Gardens ------------------------Air .................... Page 1

Egan’s ----------------------------------Polka ................ Page 2
Britches Full of Stitches ---------Polka................. Page 2

Top of Maol ----------------------------Polka ................ Page 3
Cuz’ Teehan’s ------------------------Fling ................. Page 3

Drumshanbo -------------------------Jig .................... Page 4
Killavil Jig ------------------------------Jig .................... Page 4

Road to Lisdoonvara --------------Slide.................. Page 5
O’Keefe’s ------------------------------Slide ................. Page 5

Boys of Bluehill ---------------------Hornpipe .......... Page 6
Off To California --------------------Hornpipe .......... Page 6

Banshee, the --------------------------Reel .................. Page 7
Castle Kelly----------------------------Reel .................. Page 7



AIRS, SONGS

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Airs
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POLKAS

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Polkas
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POLKA / FLING

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Polka / Fling
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JIGS

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Jigs
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SLIDES

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Slides
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HORNPIPES

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Hornpipes
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REELS

Harp of Tara Beginner’s Tune Book Reels
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